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Upcoming December Services:

December 2, 2007: GBervice be our PrayerQ(Rev. Linda Weaver Horton)

In our service this Sunday we recognize eight Elders designated Honorary Life Members by the
Board of our congregation. Together, they have put in well over a century and a half of participation
in Unitarian congregations. It is a good time to reflect upon GerviceOas an empowering spiritual
discipline that takes many forms and has characterized our religious Traditions from their earliest
days.

Plan to stay after the service for our community lunch, and a chance to chat with the Elders being
honoured today. Then, from 1-3:30 PM there will be an intergenerational Gift-Making Workshop. All
ages welcome, and childcare for the youngest provided. Come for an hour or stay all afternoon!

December 9, 2007: @ur First Two Principles: Beyond our Faith CommunityQ(Lloyd Horton)

Worship Coordinator: Marilyn Raymond

Our first two Principles call us to affirm and promote Ghe inherent worth and dignity of every personC
and Qustice, equity and compassion in human relations.O In an instant, we can affirm these, but how
will they @row legs to walkOor Gprout wings to fly?0 One space that can happen in is the
workplace.

December 16, 2007: Peace Begins with MeO (Rev. Linda Weaver Horton)

In this season when many in our world celebrate the birth of the @rince of Peace,Oour planet is
anything but peaceful. While much of humanity yearns for a saviour, are there ways we can more
actively cultivate the Qeaceable kingdomOby our own life choices?

December 21, 2007: QVinter SolsticeQ(Lindsay Atkinson Smith)

Meet at the Church at 7:00 pm on Friday, December 21 for an opening ritual. Please dress warmly
for the parade of lanterns to Tug Boat Bay.

We will share a potluck of appetizers, finger foods and desserts after the closing ritual.

Remember your lanterns!

December 23, 2007: MVould you like to Hold the Baby?Q(Rev. Horton, the RE Program and cast)
From a script Joyce Poley, U*U composer (with some adaptations), this year® Intergenerational
Christmas Pageant explores the nativity story from the perspective of inclusiveness and welcoming
all into the hopeful presence of the newborn babe. We® add some songs and dances to the
celebration.

December 30, 2007: "New Beginnings" (Mary Lou Johnson)

As we move from the old year into the new year we often have great intentions for self
improvement. What is Will and how

can we use it as willingness rather than willfullness to access the power of grace? The service will
end with a labyrinth walk.

December Events: (Rev. Linda Weaver Horton)

Sunday, December 2" Intergenerational Gift-making Workshop, 1-3:30 PM. (come and go as
you will) There will be a number of make-it-yourself gift opportunities available for $1 and $2 tickets.
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This is a way of encouraging our values in this over-commercialized season, as well as being
creative and having a fun and social time. All ages can participate, and it is a good opportunity for
children to bring friends. (If you have an idea you@ like to share, we can always add another table!
Give Rev. Linda or Lois a call right away)

Wednesday, December 5" 7 PM: CBlue ChristmasO Circle. Do the Holidays bring up sad
memories? Have you lost someone this past year or so whose absence will be felt sharply this
season? Does the season carry baggage from the past, or too many expectations? This is a one-
time support circle, facilitated by Rev. Linda, open to anyone who would like to come. Downstairs at
the church.

December 1™ Carolling to our elders. Last year those of us who went had a great time, and were
much appreciated by those we visited. Because it was a Sunday night, however, few children came
along. My family really loved doing this together when our children were growing up. So we plan to
schedule it for a Saturday afternoon from 2-4:30 PM. Please let me know if you are interested, so
we know how many groups we can schedule to go out (each group will visit 3 homes). We will also
need confirmation of the participation of song-leaders. Rev. Linda (762-7029).

December 23" Christmas pageant It is important every few years to help our children see the
Christmas story through a different lens. We® work from one by our U*U composer Joyce Poley
titled QVould you Like to Hold the Baby?O The primary themes are inclusiveness and the
preciousness of new life (everyone is welcome in the stable B the animals, the poor ragged
shepherds, the strangers from afar, the little girl who yearns to hold the baby). We® be adding
some speaking and singing parts and a bit of dancing, and involve adults as well as children, so do
let us know if you are interested in helping out! We® meet after church on November 25" for
informal @astingOand planning. Rehearsals will be after church on December 9 and 16, and dress
rehearsal Saturday December 22" at 10:30 AM -- noon. Does any one have a child-sized sheep
costume? Or anything that could pass for the Biblical period? As usual, we will need a bit of help
with costumes, sets, lights, etc.

Minister@ Musings B (Gifts of the Season)

There is much preoccupation with the question of gift-giving this season. In North America, as we
know, many businesses do a large share of their annual business during this time of year. We are led
to believe that, if we don® spend generously for the mid-winter holidays, the entire economy could
collapse! Some folks, in response to out-of-control commercialism, have decided not to celebrate
Christmas at all. Or at least not to give gifts.

Yet gift-giving was not a plot invented by commercial interests for their benefit. Its roots go back to the
earliest mid-winter festivals in a number of cultures. Gift-giving was a part of the ancient Saturnalia,
celebrated the equivalent of December 25th in the Roman Empire. Living in for some years
Saskatoon reminded me of one powerful function of gift-giving in mid-winter: humanity® way of saying
Qve are not totally at the mercy of winter. We don®have to cling to everything we possess to survive.
We know, with the solstice, that spring will come, and we express our faith by sharing some of what
we have.O

The exchange of gifts has been understood by almost all human cultures as a way of strengthening
bonds of community. It is true, however, that the bond of community that is forged by the giving and
receiving of gifts is weakened by a market economy such as ours. In the words of one colleague: OChe
conflict between spiritual and material economies is at the heart of our dilemma at Christmas time.
For the commercialism of the holiday is nothing other than an attempt to reduce the exchange of gifts
to the retailing of commodities. . . to capitalize on the spirit of giving.O

Unlike several of my friends, | would not advocate forgoing the exchange of gifts entirely. Yet how
then to avoid being sucked into the @ommercial vortex?O Definitely a dilemma -- and there is no easy,
one-size-fits all resolution.

Is this a new dilemma? It appears not, since our Unitarian forebear Ralph Waldo Emerson wrote an
essay on @iftsOover 160 years ago. His guidelines are sound even today. Emerson@ last guideline
is one | particularly value: @ifts which are an expression of our own talents, fruits of our own labor.O In



the wee hours of Christmas morn. 1®e been missing that in recent years, and am rediscovering the
joy of creative gift-making this season. Our gift-making workshop on December 2" is a chance for
our children and all of us to enjoy creating our own gifts.

The challenge of commercialism is especially hard when there are children to consider. Children may
become attached to the idea of faddish, expensive toys, name brand clothing, or other things that do
not express values their parents want to encourage. It is hard sometimes to deny our children or
grandchildren what we recognize as inappropriate to our values.

Here 1®e found the words of my colleague Barry Andrews helpful. As a minister of Religious
Education, he reflects: 'he answer to this question lies in giving children the four things they really
want for Christmas. These include a relaxed and loving time with the family, a realistic expectation
about gifts, an evenly paced holiday season, and strong family traditions. Once we understand what
children really want for Christmas, and realize how easy it is to give these things, we can create joyful
and enduring celebrations, meaningful for us as well as memorable for them.O | would add, let@

empower them to be creative and generous givers of gifts that are a @ortion of thyself.O

Isn®that what we all really want for Christmas?

In Faith,
Rev. Linda

President® Message - (Marilyn Raymond)

Henry David Thoreau wrote: ~ (@ould a greater
miracle take place than for us to look through
each other® eyes for an instant?O 1t@ hard to
imagine what that might be like. . . would even
colours be different?

One wet winter day several decades ago when |
was a student in Vancouver | had a brief and soul
shaking moment of connection. I@ not sure |
would call it a miracle but it did change me. | was
getting ready to go out into the rain to catch the
Burrard Street bus to UBC. | had just heard, on
the morning news, of an accident on the bridge.
Someone had died, trapped in a burning car.
Witnesses stood helplessly by, listening to her
screams.

As | combed my hair, looking into my eyes in the
mirror, | thought, hank god that® not me.OANd
then the world shifted . . . that woman in the car .
. . she thought of herself as me . . . that me was
dying . . .everyone, everywhere thinks Ghis is me,
this is happening to me.O We@e all me.

I don® know how long | stood locked in front of
that mirror. The image and the lesson is still vivid
in my memory. We@e all me. For a long time |
felt very fragile. Over the years the image has
transformed into the Unitarian inter-connected
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web. Life is fragile and precious. We@e all
connected and we all belong. Everything is one
thing.

Being a Unitarian, being a committed member of
this congregation, has been a large part of my
conscious response to that awareness of
connection. We each come to the Unitarian
Fellowship of Kelowna as individuals, and
become, according to our Mission Statement,
part of @ diverse and caring spiritual communityO

As members of the Canadian Unitarian Council
we covenant to affirm and promote:
¥ The inherent worth and dignity of every
person;
¥ Justice, equity and compassion in human
relations;
¥ Acceptance of one another and
encouragement to spiritual growth in our
congregations;
¥ A free and responsible search for truth
and meaning;

¥ The right of conscience and the use of
the democratic process within our
congregations and in society at large;

¥ The goal of world community with peace,
liberty, and justice for all;

¥ Respect for the interdependent web of all
existence of which we are a part.

These idealistic words are the container within



President® Message P continued:

which we practice our faith. They shape the fragile and precious community in which we live, and
move and have our being. They will remain just words, however, unless we make a deliberate effort
to create and maintain the healthy relationships they suggest.

Understanding connection and practicing it are two halves of the same whole. | have been thinking
for some time of our need for a covenant of right relations. When we gather as a religious
community, we should expect, with some confidence, to be treated well. Still, we know that
relationships require work. In a liberal religious tradition such as ours, an ethic of right relations is
crucial to maintaining community. Such an ethic requires us to carefully consider the impact of our
words and attitudes in our decision-making and our interactions; to consistently treat each other with
respect and courtesy; to @hoose intentionally; act with integrity; (and practice) what we believe and
value." *.

In a community practicing right relations people take time to greet each other in a friendly and
welcoming manner. People go out of their way to inquire how others are doing. At meetings and
gatherings, individuals listen respectfully, consider each other® feelings; and make sure all voices
are heard. Each assumes their own responsibility for speaking and listening. Differences are
enjoyed and seen as an opportunity for learning

Conflict is normal in healthy relationships. Disagreement, ideally, communicates caring and
involvement. When practicing right relations, people may disagree vigorously but still treat each
other respectfully, stay connected, and learn together. Power is shared. A sense of wellbeing
pervades the congregation as people minister to one another.*

We already do much of what would be contained in a covenant of right relations. Creating one for
ourselves will help us practice our principles more consciously. | will never actually see through
your eyes but | can see your worth and dignity.

Namaste,

Marilyn

Pope-Lance, Deborah J. QAn Ethic of Right Relations.O

Creating Safe Congregations: Toward an Ethic of Right Relations,

A Workbook for Unitarian Universalists. Ed. Patricia Hoertdoerfer and William Sinkford. Boston: Unitarian
Universalist Association, 1997. 13-23.

Global Connections (Barbara Bowmar)

As we move toward December and its focus on Peace and Joy in the world, it® fitting to be
thinking about worldwide Unitarian and Universalist connections.

In early November, Rev. Brian Kiely, minister of the Unitarian Church of Edmonton and a past
CUC board member was elected as President of the International Council of Unitarians and
Universalists. Our news release is posted at:
http://cuc.ca/whats _new/announcements.htm

CUC, along with the US-based UUA, the British General Assembly, the Unitarian Church in
Transylvanian (Hungary and Romania) and the Indian Council of Unitarian Churches are given
two delegates each, as the five largest groups. The other members: South Africa, Nigeria, Spain,
Germany, Denmark, Finland, European Unitarian Universalists, Czech Republic, Australia & New
Zealand, Philippines and new member Indonesia have one delegate each. Participants from lItaly,
France, Mexico, Bolivia, Burundi, Kenya, Uganda and Argentina also attended.
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Global Connections B continued:

You can see all the member groups at www.icuu.net along with some other great resources
including a curriculum on the Garden of Unitarian Universalism (free download) and the collection of
the monthly Global Chalice Lightings B which CUC through Jo-Anne Elder-Gomes and Lucie-Marie
Castonguay-Bower translate into French.

I went on from the ICUU meeting in Germany to spend a few days in Prague staying in an apartment
in the building owned by the church, right in the middle of the tourist area. Photos of Norbert Capek,
founder of the Czech Unitarian Church and creator of the Flower Communion, were everywhere.
They have a stained glass window with the letter U and sunflowers that is the same as the
embroidery he had on his robe. | had tea with members of the congregation to talk about
Unitarianism in Canada and hear their stories.

Then on to England, where | met with new Chief Executive, Rev. Steve Dick to explore ways in
which Britain and Canada might collaborate. The British group recently completed a @onsistent
identityOproject with a logo-redesign and templates for web-sites and newsletters for congregations,
and | was interested in hearing the results. The headquarters website was redesigned and all of
their materials now bear the new look. Congregations are also beginning to use the new look. Steve
will be attending our Annual Conference and Meeting in May.

Joyce Ashworth, Vice-President of the GA, has been very involved in leading congregational
workshops and working with others to create materials such as the binder, ®elp Is at Hand® a
resource book for congregational trustees. They decided not to just give out the binders, but
arrange a launch in various areas so that people would learn how to use it and get clarification of the
ministry needs over the coming years, as they currently have a shortage and anticipating a greater
gap as many ministers will be retiring over the next few years. We hope to arrange a panel at the
CUC conference on Shared and Professional Ministry and share our hopes, dreams, needs and
concerns.

NEW TO UU -- BOOKS

| was given a copy of the new book, The Larger ViewN Unitarians and World Religions by Rev. Dr.
Vernon Marshall published by:l'he Lindsey Press. For those interested in Unitarians role in multifaith
gatherings and initiatives, youd find it quite thought-provoking.

The ICUU has published the proceedings of the second theological symposium: The Home We
Share: Globalization, Post-Modernism and Unitarian / Universalist Theology. Each copy is $23 plus
$9 shipping. See below for more details.

PRESS RELEASE
Contact: People® Church
office@peopleschurch.net
269-375-3262

THE HOME WE SHARE:
Globalization, Post-Modernism and
Unitarian / Universalist Theology

Proceedings of the 2nd Theological Symposium
International Council of Unitarians and Universalists

Foreword by Istvin Kovics
Edited by Clifford M. Reed & Jill K. McAllister
433 pages with appendices, bibliographic notes and index

Canadians featured in the Kolozsvir, Transylvania, Symposium during July 2006, were Kathy Sage
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Global Connections B Continued:

(Kingston), Katie Stein Sather and Phillip Hewett (British Columbia). They were among participants
from six continents who considered how UU theology and liturgy could respond to the challenges
and opportunities presented by globalization and post-modernism.

UU ideas about radical intellectual freedom and challenge to rigid orthodoxies pose uncomfortable
questions about our own liberal religious assumptions and certainties. In closing the Symposium,
participants affirmed the unity of all existence and committed themselves to religious freedom,

diversity, social justice and covenantal relationships.

Each softcover copy is $23 U.S. Shipping single copies costs an additional
$9. For multiple copies, email the church office (see above right) because
shipping cost is dependent on distance. VISA and MasterCard credit card
orders accepted and encouraged to make the CanadianbU.S. dollar
conversion a non-problem. Checks are payable to ICUU Publications. Mail

orders and payment to:

ICUU Publications
c/o People® Church, 1758 N. Tenth St.
Kalamazoo, MI 49009 USA

Care and Concerns_- (Jessie M. Haynes)
Glenda Malcolm and John Palmer were exploring
India with Barb and Brij Mathur when John
suddenly had to go to hospital for an emergency
appendectomy. Glenda joined him at the hospital
as her asthma had been aggravated by the poor
quality of the air in Delhi.They experienced a
different medical system, sometimes puzzling
and amusing, but they were given excellent care.
They were pleased to see the progress being
made in the medical care in India. They are now
recuperating at home.

Dec.2 is Community Sunday. We invite friends
and interested members of the community to join
us for lunch after the service. This is a good
opportunity to offer a ride to someone who might
not otherwise come.

Also on Dec.2 we are honouring some of our
members by making them Life Members of our
Fellowship. Members to be honoured are: Mari
Mclintosh, Mary Barton, Denise Brownlie, Helen
Holyk, Ann Dearle, Jean Dell, Gerda Rothe and
Rob Brownlie.

Short Snippets B(Barbara Bowmar)

Are You a Friend of the CUC? Friends
donate close to seven per cent of our revenue.
What would we do without our friends? If you can
contribute, you@® see more information at
www.cuc.calfriends or contact any CUC board or
staff member.

CUC Annual Conference & Meeting bMay
16-19, 2008 b Algonquin College, Ottawa

The overall schedule and information about
preconference events, keynote speakers and
accommodation have been posted at
cuc.ca/conference/2008.  Concurrent sessions
and registration forms will be posted in the new
year. Questions? Contact acm@cuc.ca

International Unitarians and Universalists.
There are lots of ways to learn about Unitarians
and Universalists around the world. Go to the
website: icuu.net. Join the announce-only email
group by sending a blank note to icuu-news-
subscribe@yahoogroups.com. Check out the
facebook group International Council of
Unitarians and Universalists.




Financial Pledge Update

The Annual Pledge canvass is underway, and as of November 18,

Approximately one third of the pledge cards have been signed and returned. The
Finance Committee is very encouraged by the response we are receiving towards
our goal of $65,000.00

Many members and friends have chosen to increase their planned givings for 2008.
If this pattern continues we will be well on our way to reaching our objective. A bi-
product of reaching our financial objective will be our capacity to increase Religious
Education in all sectors of the Fellowship.

If you have not completed your pledge as of this date, please give it your prayerful
consideration and respond by December 2, 2007

The Finance Committee must have a fairly accurate indication of your anticipated
contributions before presenting the 2008 Budget.

Remember the tax implications and benefits. It really does feel good at years end to
get that tax deduction.

The Finance Committee.

GroovinOGreen and Yogi Yellows b (Religious Exploration Notes from
Rev. Linda)

Our GroovinGGreen and Yogi Yellow groups will be shifting their focus from world
religions and holidays after the new year (though there are a few (oly daysOto
celebrate later in the year). The Greens will be finishing up their holiday social
action project for the homeless clients of Inn from the Cold on December 2"
packaging up the Q\ngels for the InnOcontributions many of us will have brought
(last | saw, there were still a couple of angels on the tree b packaged warm drinks
and travel-sized personal care items are among the items requested, in case you
didn®get a chance to grab an angel!). January until Easter, the focus will be upon
U*U Principles for the Greens, and related values (such as cooperation and
celebrating people of many colours) for the Yellows. We could use some more
help with both groups, so that we have an aide to tend to any child with special
needs, or to fetch a parent if needed, take a small child to the washroom, etc. We
are hoping for good attendance over the winter, especially for the yellow circle, so
new children can see familiar faces and friendships can form.

We will be doing Secret Friends again, starting in mid-January, and hope many
of you will join us in building intergenerational friendships!



December 2007 Calendar

Sunday Monday Tuesday | Wednesday | Thursday Friday Saturday
(Service 10:300 (Office:10-1) (Office:1-4)
Afternoons: 1Kelly® cooking
Rev. Linda class
& volunteer
2 Service 3 4 5 6 7 8
Lunch Meditation ®lue X-masO
Gift-Making Choir Circle
9 Service 10 11 12 13 14 15
Pageant rehrsl | Meditation Board 6:30 Worship Caroling
Choir Com 4:30
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
Pageant rehrsl | Meditation Pageant dress
Choir rehrsl
23 X-mas 24 25 26 Office 27 28 29
pageant Christmas Christmas | closed
Eve
30 Service 31 New
Year® Eve

Unitarian Fellowship of Kelowna, 1310 Bertram Street, Kelowna, BC V1Y 2ES8, (250) 763-7212, email: unitarian@silk.net

For more information about our congregation please visit our website: www.unitariancongregation.org/kelowna

Sunday Services begin at 10:30 am. Childcare and programs are available year round.

The Signal is distributed on the last Sunday of each month. Deadline for submissions is the Monday prior to distribution. Email submissions
to:

amandajpope@msn.com




