
 
 
 
 
Sunday Services 
 
June 3: Flower Communion and RE Recognition Sunday - - Rev. Horton & RE Program 
Coordinator Lois Beischer 
 
Once a year we come together as an intergenerational community to celebrate in 
music, song and ritual the gif ts we bring to this religious community as the unique 
individuals we are.  We share in a t ruly Unitarian ritual, Flower Communion (be sure to 
bring a f lower to share!).  In part icular, we recognize the children and those who have 
assisted with their program this past year. 
 
Our special collection will be for a local environmental concern.  This is our last 
community Sunday of this church year, so come join us for lunch and conversation.  
Also, there will be a brief Orientation to Unitarian*Universalism session over and after 
lunch, led by Rev. Horton, especially for folks considering joining before the June 10th 
Recognit ion who have not had the opportunity to ask their questions.  
 
June 10: Covenant and Community  - - - Rev. Linda Weaver Horton 
 
A religious community is sustained by a web of covenants.  Today, Rev. Horton will 
ref lect upon the meaning of our up- coming Service of Installat ion and Covenant, which 
celebrates the relat ionship of called minister and congregation.  We will also be 
dedicating several of our children and recognizing those adults who have joined us in 
the past few months.  Hopefully, we will have a chance to ex tend our congratulat ions 
to our graduates, Tsuki Naka and Jordan Hamilton.   
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June 17: Father’s Day Ð Lay service 
 
June 24th: Church picnic 
 
June 27th, 7:00 PM.  Service of Installation and Covenanting in celebration of our 
call to the Rev. Linda Weaver Horton and her acceptance of that call. 
(See invitat ion).  This service has similarit ies to a marriage rite, in which we are all 
part icipants.  So come be a part of the off icial r itual of covenant with the minister we 
have called to walk beside us in partnership during the nex t stage of our journey.  
Several guest ministers will be sharing their ref lect ions for the occasion.  
 
 
 
 
 
  
Minister’s Musings 
 
What Does it Mean to Covenant with each Other? 
 
The Installat ion and Covenanting service coming up on June 27th is an important 
occasion in the life of a Unitarian*Universalist church.  Like a marriage ceremony in the 
life of a couple, it  marks a formal commitment and covenant to be partners in service 
of a common vision.  It  will be you, the Members of this congregation who collectively 
Install me as your minister (so if  you were planning to join, this is another reason to do 
so before our New Member Recognit ion on June 10th!).  Then both of us exchange 
vows of commitment about how we will be in relat ionship and what we serve with our 
lives together. 
 
For those of you who have not been part of this faith for long, or who grew up in other 
religious tradit ions, this ceremony can be helpful in understanding how we are 
dif ferent.  A Called Minister  
walks in partnership with a congregation to serve a common vision.  We commit to 
shared ministry.  A minister is called by the congregat ion, not hired, and therefore not, 
philosophically, an employee  S/ he is also not assigned by any overarching religious 
hierarchy, and has no authority over the congregat ion - -  nor does the congregation, or 
its Board, have authority over the minister - - -  they are partners.  The Partnership Way 
is not one our culture understands very well, so there is always some trial and error 
along the way!   
 



As partners, a congregation can vote to end a ministry, or a minister can leave a 
congregat ion Ð and there are many reasons why such decisions are made.  The 
aspirat ion is not that the relat ionship is for life but rather for a season of our lives.  
Our Letter of Agreement is more like a pre- nuptial agreement than an employment 
contract, though it  must, for legal reasons, include certain clauses similar to the latter. 
 
When I was ordained, I made certain promises about the way I would l ive my life, in so 
far as I am able.  Promises to speak the truth in love, to serve the highest and best that 
I know, to aspire to courage and compassion, to embody our faith and to tell its story.  
Similar promises are repeated in a Covenanting service, in the contex t of this 
congregat ionÕs life and mission.  We agree to support and empower one another, to 
comfort and to challenges as circumstances call us to do.  In addit ion, there will be 
several engaging speakers and some special music!   
 
These events usually last about 1 !  hours, since there are several speakers.  There will 
be childcare, though older children might profit  by attending, and a reception 
afterwards.  We will need some assistance with the recept ion, with the dinner for 
part icipants beforehand (call Kelly), and a few offers of home hospitality.  Do let me 
know how you might be able to help. 
 
I am great ly looking forward to this celebration, and hope to see you there!   
 
In Faith, 
                Rev. Linda 
 

 
Please Join Us in Celebrat ing 

 
The Installation of 

The Rev. Dr. Linda Weaver Horton  
 

as our Sett led Minister 
As well as our Covenant of Shared Ministry 

Wednesday, June 27, 2007 
Seven o’clock in the evening 

 
Unitarian Fellowship of Kelowna 
1310 Bertram St., Kelowna, BC 

 
Reception following 

 



President’s Message 
 
I have just returned from the Canadian Unitarian Council Annual Conference & Meeting 
otherwise known as the CUC ACM.  It  was at t imes interest ing, excit ing, useful, 
moving, exhausting, and fun (there was even one lit t le boring bit  but  I wonÕt tell you 
about that).  I strongly encourage you to part icipate in events like this.  The next 
opportunity we have is the Fall Gathering in Victoria next November.  Perhaps we can 
take a bus down with some of the Kamloops folks. 
 
I attended four excellent workshops, two touching and very dif ferent worship services, 
a drum circle, a concert, an excellent keynote address, and two useful networking 
lunches.  I will try to tell you a few of the highlights. 
 
Singing Your Way Home, led by Joyce Poley, focused on how to bring more music to 
our Sunday mornings.  We already do many of the things she suggested and certainly 
more than what she somewhat disparagingly called the hymn sandwich.  I have several 
ideas to share with our music committee.  One interesting possibility is to have a hymn 
sing before the service once in a while to learn new hymns and also to learn to 
harmonize. 
 
The gem that I received from Joyce, a lit t le piece of treasure, had to do with respect for 
and appreciat ion of diversity.  Our hymn book, Singing the Living Tradition, and the 
new supplement, Singing the Journey, are rich examples of diversity. They contain 
hymns from many sources -  Christ ian, Jewish, Buddhist, Pagan, and more -  and all of 
the hymns are there because someone chose them. Someone cared about each one.  
Joyce reminded us that Unitarians tend to be people of strong (and sometimes loud) 
opinions.  Somet imes those loud opinions are negative about some of the hymns we 
sing.  She said when she is asked to sing a hymn she doesnÕt like Ð the tune or the 
language or perhaps the sentiment  Ð she reminds herself she is singing that song with 
someone who cares about it . She sings that song as a gif t  and as a practice of 
honouring diversity,   And, she said, some Sunday morning they will sing with her.   
 
The Art of Spiritual Direction told me that if  two people practice being present with 
each other and listen deeply, they create between them sacred space.  Music also 
creates sacred space.  I learned several new chants in Stretch, Chant and Reflective 
Writing, and brought home a recording to share.  I part icularly loved Om Tara done as 
a dancing meditat ion. Tara is the Bodhisattva of Compassion. 
 
 
There is too much to tell you.  The Board will be my practice ground for skills taught in 
Would You Like Better Meetings?  



 
The keynote address, by Rev. Bill Phipps, former moderator of the United Church of 
Canada, and current International President of the World Conference on Religion, was 
inspiring and touching. He said we are born in mystery, we live in mystery, we die in 
mystery.  Our task is to recognize our place in the universe and it  is neither the centre 
nor the pinnacle.  To successfully complete the task we will need humility, courage, 
and diversity in community.   
We have been, he told us, stuck in an old, old story, the one that tells us we have 
dominion over.  That story does not give us any useful tools to l ive by and is actually 
destroying us and our world.  We need a new story to live by. 
 
The story Bill out lined was very familiar to Unitarians, and we loved it  -  the 
interdependent web, celebration of  diversity, power with, gender equity, non- violence, 
cooperation, collaboration, greening our sacred spaces.  Religion, he said, can be a 
great voice for the common good if  it  tells the new story and speaks for and with 
respect, humility, just ice, peace. 
 
Bill encouraged interfaith connections.  Reach out, he suggested, hold out your hand 
to Ôthe otherÕ.  Look for common ground, be a voice for the common good.  Bill named 
himself a Christ ian and st il l our common ground was profound.  This is what 
honouring diversity means. 
 
It  was a good CUC ACM.  You should go to one.   
Namaste, 

Marilyn Raymond 
 
 

Care and Concern 
 
It  is a pleasure to welcome back Clarence Brown to our fellowship. On Sunday, May 13, 
Clarence and his daughters, Heidi and Barbara, hosted a picnic at Paul's Tomb park 
where they dedicated a memorial bench in honour of Noreen Brown. Many of our 
members enjoyed hiking Noreen's favourite trails which ended up at a beautiful vista 
overlooking Okanagan Lake. The dedication included heartwarming tr ibutes to 
Noreen's love of nature and her generous service to our fellowship and many social 
causes. 
 
Mari McIntosh has had a long spell of illness with painful leg ulcers and declining 
vision. She said that she could not have managed without the help of the Unitarians 
and she is grateful to all who assisted her. She is now receiving Long Term Care from 



Interior Health and is feeling much more comfortable. She especially enjoyed the 
opportunity for good, st imulat ing conversation. 
 
Rick Hardman is at home after his emergency visit  to the hospital. He is now being 
treated for his heart condit ion and hopes to return to activity - at a slower pace, we 
hope. 
 
Shelley Mart in, a member of our congregation a few years ago, died in a car accident in 
the U.S. Shelley did a remarkable job of working with our youth in social outreach and 
in the O.W.L.S. program. Her sense of fun and ease with the young people was a joy to 
watch.   

Jesse Haynes 
 

 
 
Religious Education Update 
 
Come Join Us on the Rainbow Path!   
 
As we f inish this eventful church year, we have much to celebrate.  We begin the month 
with an intergenerat ional service and recognit ion of those who have assisted with RE 
this past year, followed by a Sunday dedicating our children and a party downstairs to 

 

HONOURING AND THANKING DENISE BROWNLIE 

You are invited for lunch on June 2nd, 1:00 o'clock at the Unitarian Fellowship of 
Kelowna to honour and thank our good friend, Denise Brownlie, for her loving, 

dedicated contribut ions to our congregat ion since joining us 24 years ago. 

You are encouraged to bring ~ poems, stories, collages, pictures, etc that are your 
memories of Denise and express your feelings for her. Please bring these on a page 

that will f it  a standard 3 ring binder and we will create a book of memories. 

Please RSVP to Audrey Pekrul at 862- 9312 or audrayp@shaw.ca  by May 29th. 

If  there are former members or fr iends you know that should be invited, please pass 
this on. 



end the yearÕs formal program.  On June 17, there will be act ivit ies for all ages, and the 
24th is our end- of- year- picnic.  Hope to see you there! 
 
During the summer there will be no formal RE program, but we are planning to offer 
childcare. 
 
Now it  is t ime to plan for next year!  Rev. Linda and Lois are proposing the theme of 
The Rainbow Path, ref lecting both our commitment to diversity and to environmental 
concerns (this coming year, a major congregational emphasis will be the Green 
Sanctuary project).  We envision the Rocking Reds in the nursery, current groups of 
Yellow and Green invited to choose their own adject ive, hopefully a Blue young 
teen/ Coming- of- Age group and a Vibrantly Violet adult RE program.  An RE Planning 
Team will meet with us this month to review our suggestions for curriculum and 
structure, and to offer their own ideas.  We are thinking of dividing the year into four 
8- 10 week modules, with UU Ident ity, World Religions (fall & spring?) and Green 
Sanctuary components.  Teachers and aides can volunteer to be a part of the program 
for one or more modules (for example, you might try teaching alternate weeks for one 
module, which is a commitment for 4- 5 Sundays).  Our RE volunteers are what make 
our Program possible, so please consider where you might be able to part icipate.  This 
component module approach should make this easier to plan Ð let us know soon! 
 
We hope to create a coming- of- age year that will interest our young teens and 
their families, beginning with parent and teen sessions in the fall exploring how their 
relat ionship is changing, then moving on to a mentor program, OWL (Our Whole Lives 
sexuality curriculum) and other components such as social action (i.e. Green 
Sanctuary), and socializing. 
 
Speaking of the Fall, stay tuned for news about our Sorrento Family Retreat weekend in 
late September.  It  will be a fun and engaging kick- off for our Rainbow Connection 
year.  Family camp is a great opportunity to get to know other families better in a less 
formal environment.  There are lots of fun activit ies and a lovely location.  It  is a 
chance for Lois and I to get to know you bet ter as well.  So calendar it  in now! 
 

Rev. Horton 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Report from ACM 

Your delegates to the Annual General Meeting of the Canadian Unitarian Council were 
John Palmer and David Hughes.  The meetings were orderly, well attended and very 
competent ly run.  Minutes of the meet ing and f inancial statements can be found on the 
CUC website or you can ask John or me. 

Changes were made to the Resolut ion on Anti- Racism in order to make it  less "ant i" 
and more posit ive and to sensit ively ident ify the indigenous peoples of this land and 
their progeny. This opened up the expected semantic bucket of worms which was 
resolved in a reasonable t ime. 

Your representative on the board this year is Jan Greenwood of Kamloops.  Next May 
the AGM will be in Ot tawa.  This year we enjoyed wonderful music in the Museum of 
Anthropology and an excellent service in the remarkable Chan Centre.  I am sure that 
Ottawa will provide equally remarkable treats.    - -  David Hughes  
 
Upcoming Events 
Deeksha Evening June 15  
 
Start ing t ime is 7:00. Come and learn about Deeksha or Oneness Blessing, as taught by  
Bhagavan and Amma at Oneness University in India. Mary Lou and Lindsay attended 
courses at Oneness University in India in February and would like to give you the gif t  of 
deeksha. You will receive information on deeksha and we will have a meditat ion t ime, 
during which you will receive a deeksha from each of us. After this we will walk the 
labyrinth to sacred chants from India and from Deva Premal. A beaut iful, peaceful way 
to end the week and start the week end!  Donations will be accepted for Childhaven 
Orphanages.  
 

Lindsay 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Create What You Want with Team With Shan Lavell, RN, MA & Jerilynn Kiely, MA 
 
Discover how the Law of Attraction super- accelerates with Team. 
 
Shan & Jerilynn can help you to create a rockinÕ community of support to manifest your 
dreams (business or personal) and leave you with powerful tools to help you feel a 
whole lot bet ter more often.  

All For Only: $125 
Saturday, 16 June, 2007   9am- 4pm at Coast Capri Hotel 
To Register/ Info: call Juliana Blackmore  @ 860- 4994  Or email: shanlavell@telus.net   
 
 
 
A Note About the Newsletter 
 
I hope you enjoy my f irst edit ion of the Signal. 
 
When John Palmer handed over the reins of the newsletter to me he said that there 
really are no strict parameters and I could design it  with my own f lavour.  
 
By some divine intervention the cd f iles he had given me of previous edit ions did not 
work on my computer, so I was truly faced with a blank slate.   
 
Those who know me in the off ice will know that I endeavour to reduce paper 
consumption.  I have done the same here.  This format saves 3 sheets of paper per 
copy, which means 330 fewer sheets per month, which means 3300 fewer sheets per 
year. ThatÕs a lot of pages!  
 
However, there is a trade off. The font size is slightly smaller, there are fewer art icles, 
there is no handy calendar on the back page, and the information for  visitors is not as 
detailed.  
 



I welcome your feedback as this is a work in progress. I hope to add to and improve on 
this format to create a visually appealing and user fr iendly version that will address the 
needs of the congregation.  

Your editor, Amanda Pope 
 

 

 
June 27: 7:00 PM.  Service of Installation and Covenanting 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

June 2: 1:00 Lunch in honour of Denise Brownlie 
June 3: Flower Communion and RE Recognition Sunday - - Rev. Horton & RE Program 
Coordinator Lois Beischer June 10: Covenant and Community          - - - Rev. Linda 
Weaver Horton 
June 15: Deeksha Evening Ð Mary Lou Johnson and Lindsay Atkinson- Smith 
June 16:  Create What You Want with Team With Shan Lavell, RN, MA & Jerilynn Kiely, 
MA 
June 17: Father’s Day Ð Lay service 
June 24: Church picnic 

Unitarian Fellowship of Kelowna, 1310 Bertram Street, Kelowna, BC V1Y 2E8, (250) 763-
7212, email: unitarian@silk.net 

 
For more information about our congregation please visit  our website: 

www.unitariancongregation.org/ kelowna 
 

Sunday Services begin at 10:30 am. Childcare and programs are available year round. 
 

The Signal is distributed on the last Sunday of each month. Deadline for submissions is the 
Monday prior to distribution. Email submissions to :amandajpope@msn.com 


